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Yet another story connected with this place relates to the
penance undertaken by Kaveri. Kaveri felt that the burden of
carrying the sins of all the persons who had their hath in her
waters and left their sins with her were becoming too heavy for
her to bear. Long ago, when all the rivers met Badrinarayana,
Kaveri asked Perumal to tell her a method by which she could
remain pure even as she was purifying the sinners. God advised
her to go to the divya kshetram known as Sangamam, He
said that in that place, Indra and other Devas were coming
in huge numbers and offering prayers to Perumal. He also
said in that kshetram, Ambarisha, Indra, Chandra and others
had worshipped Him and received His blessings. He said that
if she offered her prayers in that place, He would appear in
due course and grant her wish. Accordingly, Kaveri went to
Sangama kshetram which is the present Aduthurai. She prayed
to Janardhana. God appeared and granted her wish. He also
said that henceforth she would be regarded as more holy than
even Ganga and that whoever had a bath in the Kaveri at
Sangama kshetra would definitely attain moksha. Kavery was
very happy. It is almost as if she is clinging to the divine feet of
Perumal as at this Sangama kshetra, Kaveri splits into two and
flows around the temple.
Yet another story is related by word of mouth in this place.
This is the story of a parrot. A long time ago, there was a parrot
in Kudalur. Every day it would bring one fruit and offer it to
Perumal and worship Him. One day, as it was returning with
the fruit in its beak, a hunter let loose an arrow. The parrot
fell down. It was not able to fly. Its only worry was that it was
not able to fly and offer its daily fruit at the feet of Perumal.
When the hunter came to collect the parrot, the parrot appealed
to him and said that he should allow it for one last occasion to
offer the fruit at the feet of the Lord. Hearing the parrot speak,
the hunter got frightened and ran away. The parrot was not
able to fly as it was severely woundecL As it was bemoaning its
fate, Perumal appared before the parrot, received the fruit and
blessed it. The parrot was said to be none other than a hermit
well versed in the sastras in his earlier birth. As_soon as the
Lord received the fruit and blessed the parrot, the parrot was